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It 13 astonishing that for Simon Peter, & man 30
central to the very beginning of Christianity and the
"Roock' upon which the Church 1s builbt, bthers exists 30

little reliable information. He iz wall represented In

psaudonymous and legendary material both canonical

e

apocryvohal, but unlike P&ul,w& have not besn left any

gending letters or books which could give us hils Own

story. The references Lo Peter in John's
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians and Galatlans,

how&v&ﬂ allow an interssting glimese &t the psrsonal ity

wtaer, as they emanate from outside of his immedis
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following vet arse not overtly hostile to the man. Lt

Ml
in these recollections of one, and liksly two of Peter

i

apostolic colleagues, FPaudl and the Bsloved Disciples,

that our best chance of an honest visw of

o
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Neilther of fThess sources 18 primarily concasrned

Wwith enlightening the reader about Peter . understandab

a

Christ. The incidental naturs o
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thelr primary
the accounts, especially that of Paud, pr&uﬁﬁt certalnt
that a full picture of their view of Peter is still
available Lo us.

@rtain howasver b

different handling. Faul mentions Peter 1n two of his
letters, Flirst Corinthians and Galatlans. These ars
undeniably authentic letters from the sixth decads of
bhe first century which record somswhat inocidentally

Within a fTew vears of their
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Paul’
CooUrrence ., aul’s Firzt hand accounts nust be read

with the knowledge that his closensss to the toplic can

=
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sk Judgment, but having taken this into account
st11l]l have the garliest written recovds of Peter @
gxistence with the further happy Donus of Paul s

transmission of sarly Church fTormulas which reflect on

Batar .

nat these documents reguilr
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T

\\'

[



5, DL Maddsn HEZ45

John’s Gospel is the record of the community which
1

i

e . ) . . . — .
revers the tracdition of the Belowved Disclip This 1

73
0

at least several decades Further removed from the svents

it discusses and, while Paul i in ths main recounting
7/

aster information,these considerations have Lo be

inferred in the Gospel records from Peter’s behaviour in
'@

largely pre-saster avents. Whils thare i SEMSE LN

I3}
A
B

which the Bsloved Disciple repressnts the Johanning

Cirecls and Peter the tradition of the Twelve, in which

the two persons becoms paradigmatic for the raspsciive

groups of believers, this doss not alter the Taoct that

Peter exlste

f"'s
L:

It is also extrensly unlikely that the
Johannine circle was founded by anvons obther Lthan a
remarkable real person, the Beloved Disciple. (1)
Looking for ocluss to the communitiss’ wview of The

1w made more

valid by the parallels of Peters actions fournd i1n bhe

in the gardsn

attributad to Peter 1n John.
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Bible.
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dealings and conflicts with the
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There 13 a tradition 1n the Svnoobios,

and the leadsr of the garly Church. In their pericopes

of the call of the first four disciples all

Svnoptics name Simon first. (Matt.4: 18, Mar

©

116, Lukes!

. i -~ I
luke presents the formuliac, the Lord has risen and

appeared to Simon, "(24:3%) in the story of
Emmaus. The original snding to Mark may

presaerved this stary of Christ’s

as hinted at in 1&:7, contrasting with the preservsd

H

ending which gives the tradition of the ap

pEarancs

the Magdalen. Matthsw presarves an apnearancs

o

women(28:9%, but of all the Gospels is the most emphat

about Peter’s primacy, being the souros of

connection between his naming as  Rock &

vasis of the Church. (1&:18)  Luke has Peter

5

Outside

undisputed leader of the vourng Churoh in acts

this tradition in thelr own wayvs Paul and
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John’s Gospel confirm Peter’ s importance, but place him

in perspective as one authority in the Church rather

—

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthlans has

A

his call for unity in the Church svidenocs of a faction
in Corinth owing allegiance o Peter, It is disputed
whether Peter ever psrsonally weni o Corqinth as FPaul

a9

tradition of nils

and epollos had(3), but it

orimacy as found in Matthew has reached thers. Pau]
fere glives us the earliest record of s axistencs,

ng haim as an apestle of Christ, taking his pl

{3

with Apcllos and himse ). Aleso confirmed is Peter’s

tame anongst Christians which has travel led through the

Greek  speaking world carried sither parsonally or by

.’u

missionaries sympathetic to him. This letter’s

Formuliac "Gospsl” in Chaoter 15 gives bthe sarliest

testimony to Peter receliving bthe avpearance of ths
rlsan Ohrlst:

3ins, in accordancs wWwith the
and that he was
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1

1n accordance with

ised to Life on the third da
A N\ . . )
tg firet to Cephas

’i
tha scripitures;that he appsare
na secondly Lo the twalve.

Thie tradition is schoed in Luke g treatment of bths

Udee. howenn ‘wag"
subjectobut—te- doss not follow Matth%w%yﬁ' xpandl ng

Peter’s profession of faith that Jesus (s ths Christe

!

into Peter as the basis of the Church.{Luke 9:20)

Likewise Paul, to whom indspendencs from Jerusalem i«

O

e

crHCLdl can record Peter as the Tirst to witness Jesus
after the resurrection without this making Feter the

Jditimate authority. In his description of his dealin

with the Jerusalsm Church, Paul confirms Fster as a

pillar of the Church, but this is along with James and

9 fany idea that Pstar the leadsr of fthe

%

Joﬁn.( al 2
whole Christian movement is absent, rather, Paul
describes a "partnership’ (vdl Z2:9) of workers withiln the
unity of Christ.

Johrn’s Gospsl also wibnesses Lo Pster’s importance
in the Church. & parallsl of sorts is given of Peter’s

aith from the Syvnoptics adding

+
-5

central confession of

bt

the insight that Jesus has the message of sterna
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(&:68) Here Peter speaks for the "Twelve' and is
clearly sstablished as thsirv representative.  This is
mot as great an honour as 1in the Synopbios with this
Gospels emphasis on the actions of followers from
autside the circle of the "Twelve . Ths rapown of Pater
is however further acknowledgsd by the author of the
Gospael who speaks of andrew, =sven aflber he has already

- (R - H H/t N
peen introduced, A% Simon Peter’s brother. /{(6:9)

Peter is not accorded the honour of

all the followers of Christ, as oppossd to the "Twelve

In this Gospel the 1

p

deal apostls iz the Bsloved
Disciple. Tt is likelw that he can be ldentified with

the anonymous discipls who, along with Andrew,

the honour of being ths first discipls to be callied by

Christ in opposition to the tradition of Peter being the

The Beloved Disciple 18 presented as

being i1nvolved in a sort of apostolic "ong-upmanship (5

with Pester throughout the lattser part of Lhe Gospel 1n

which Peter rarely emerges on lavel tarms.  In addition
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this Gospel transmits the tradition of Mary Magdalene

baing the first to whom the risen Christ appears. Soa
b
) Peter - while 1n this tradition remains as lsader of ths

AR

"Twelve', here, as Wilth Qaul\ha% fic claim to primacy awver

the whole of Christendom.
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I nad besn commiss
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commissionsd
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P

uncircumoiss
Lo pr

Paul statss what N

that 1s, the same

A%

-
i

e

are apostles,) "stewards
Gmd,j(lcor 3:22) Peter

as Christ’s sarvants an

"that gach one should

While this 1 not a def

conduct of Peter,

unworthy., T ses

Pater as an example 1n

aone of his sxampless of

23

itllustrat the

the right to have a wife.(9:5)

having a wife i1s not or

one 1 which Paul 18

1%

which he refuses fTor hi

Paul,

MLs Own,

be

416,

an

rights of

& GWnN

ioned to
Just as Feter

1t to

D
Bach the
e understands
For Bz
antrustad
le ranked
o he noteas
of hi

WOty

of
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a8 he lat
apostlsa who
an apostle,
Paul’
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(Wat=!

listing

FEABING .

Maving seen the risen Christ was

11

wWith

o

]

el

of Feter

st

had b

Eood Mews to

S8 o

cirouncised. (Gal

Pater

i,

the

th apo

s tiru

aApnro

significance in Paul’s

10

3%

o
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val

Uses

Peter's

s btamdad

In addition,

‘g orole Lo be e

he and Peter

mysterias of
llos and Paul

is expected,

st."(4:2)

on e

Paul at least does not say he 1s

omission of

betear

(=33

concduot

CasE

i not

5

the contax

for

vmportant oart
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of apostleship and the tradition ha

wgn Lord reinforces his

s
)
1

as the first to have ssen ths ¢

T

commission as an apostle.(s)

For the author of John’s st alwavs

seen 1N ponsitive light, but that he

£

Peter s pastoral role as legitimate. Throughout the
work he appears assocrated with the mobtifs of thizs role.

.
o
3

Cullman notes,

"harvesting(4:3), shepherdingl( 10: 1~
16,21 :15-19), bearing Frultl(l5:1-8), and filshing(21l:3-
143,707 All this climaxes with Christ’s thresfola
guestioning of Petsr in Chapter 21 to affirm Pet

love for Jesus and to give him the commission tor "fesd

my sheep. (21:17) The other commis

herse 1s to follow Christ in martyrdon otherwise only

attested Lo by later tradition.(21.18-19)
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Paul testifies in Galatlians to btha ocoasions whan

\has
he had direct dealings with Petsr, and with a notable

3

excectlion Paul sess no reason to disagres with Peter, In

particular with his portraval of the Good News. In Tact

, F /i’ J4 EV- Y

in his caresr(2:13)
WM /‘#—ﬁ &v\t«.“(é‘\(¢
while inTombext Werrhs fo showW how Taw of the Jerusalsam

disciples ;nflu@mc&d~ig:ﬁ and help establisnh his

well have baen a oruoral

0
-
(«
i’i?
=
o
<

independgncs, reveals
influence on Paul’s thinking. @part from the chancs Lo
cobtain first hand confirmation of the stories of Jesus
before his death which he had doubtless heard from Lhe
brethran in Damascus, Faul may well have picked up on
thaological concepts which originataed witn
Cullman suggests that Peter conocsils rhe ddes of an
----- atoning death,” that] "the great ldea which Paul later
arked out in systematic form very probanly ooourred
first to the fisherman Pster. (8) It would not
therefore be a surprise that sven tourtsen yvears late)

Faul 1s able to say that the leaders of the Jerusalem
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Chur&h,including Paters had nothing to add to the Good
News as I preach 1t. " (2:6) This allows the participants
to shake hands on a deal apportlioning sphaeres of

influence for mission work.

14



aocording to the testimony of John' s Gospel, the
Beloved Disciple, like Paul, knsw Peter personally. In
the account of the last supper Peter s confldent enough
of the disciple’s closeness to Christ to ask him to find

v

aut who will betray Jesus., (12

accompanies the disciple aftter the arvest(18:15) and

again te the empty tomb.(20:2) although 1t is clear
Sots

Peter 1s not held in th%ﬁrﬁgard as the Beloved Disciple,

that he 1z repeatedly seen in asscocilation with FPeter a4 wd,

Colev's

sneaks volumes for kwis acceptabl

Lity no the geaup (oat

P o J
X RN LV INE VIS !\””‘"‘”WV‘;‘,
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Faul

5

Who stresses unlby 1n bhe ﬁhurcﬁ/d&taiig Qe
; )

incident where he found himself in opposition Lo Peter

not

(i

fMVWﬁ i ) _ o ) o

@l Lenslon eossdsoscs on Lhis unlty. Fawl 1

telling the Galatians this Lo warn tham that Feter 1s &
thoroughly disreputable man, otharwise his preamble

other things his cordial relations

outlining among:
with and probable help received from Peter would not bs
nesdaed. Rather, Paul tells the cGalatians that he and

Pater are 1n agreement over the true meaning of the Good

ot
-

News, but in one incident which illustrates his poin

3

the Galatians perfesctly, Peter was 1in 8rror. Paul s

atians

k3

to be circumcissd and to keep the law. (9)  In Petsr’s

soctlons at antioch, Paul finds the hypoorisy which m

his polnt:

Li1ke the
no right Lo make

ite of belng a Jew, you
and not liks the Jews, S0 you

the pagans copy Jewish ways.(Gal 2:14)
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This maturally allows Paul to introduce his
discourse on Justification by faith which is nis
understanding of the Gospel. Paul’s acousation that
Peter withdrew from table fellaowship for foar of "the
droup that insisted on clircumcision, (2:12) i3 an sasy

statemant for ong such as

i}

Paul, wWho nas Lhg smug
assurance of those of his righteous 11k, Lo make. It 1=
likely that these msn who were friends of James reguired

5 1
i

of Peter a certain diplomacy and accession to political

P

sxpedlancy for an apostle who was depsndant on the
Jewish Church.(10)  Paul can use the noident against
it
the Judaizers and ghow how their actions cause dissent
and disunity 1n ths Church, but what for Faul 1s
hvpocrisy may be more generously interpreted as mersly
numan weakness, parhaps insensitivity, or more likely
good politics.
4 P ! - - .
John' s Gospels presentation of Pefter allows no such

direct view of conflict of ths author with Peter, but we

do get to ses throuagh the portraval of Petsr’s actions

17
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in the Gospel a glimopss at a very human apostle. He is

by turns impulsive, somewhat unreliable and oftsn

painfully slow to understand his master. Althoudgh

noted the Beloved Discipls as an disciple can
rapresent the Johannine community and Poater the circle

of his tradition, ths natural humanity of tThe way Pgster

hasie in Tact. This

acts in this Gospesl sugges

could be due to their bsing based on traditions of

setar activitiss or the implantation of his

a
ot
@
5
34
£
2
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H
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t3

post-saster activities back into stories of the tims of

Jesus’ ministry. FEilither way a Lv consistent

personallty shows through his sactione, particularly
through his unfavourable comparison with the Belowvad
Disciple.

The enthusiasm of Peter 1s clear from the Johannine
aceounts, but this is accompanied by a rashness and
insensitivity such that it has been bluntly put thath

"Pater doss not cut s good figure in the Gospsl of

John."(11Y  Peter when confronted with the shooking

18
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humility of Christ in the foot wasning ﬁpiﬁmde;at filirst

refuses and when this is not acceotable wants to be
washad more than his colleagues. (13:6-111 It 1s Petha:

) . ! e ,
who resorts to violence 1n Jesus namel{ 18100 and Peter

7

who boldly ventures into the emphy tombh first.(20:2-6&)
Peter makes rash statemsnts concerning his commitmsnt to
Christ which are exposed as hollow in his thresfold
denial of Christ, (13:36;18:16-27)

Pater’s continual misunded sncing of Jesus’

message contrasts with the Beloved Disciple who ssems to
have a desper knowlsdge of Christ. It 1s particularly
significant that while Peter is impulsive snough to
enter the empty tomb anead of the Beloved Disciple, 1
ig not of feter that it 1s saids "ha saw and he
belisved, " (20:8) It seemns the Beloved Disciple than
enlightensd Peter because immaediately following this

4 o

they both understand, from the

Ehat he must rilss
dead. " (20:9) There is a humanity n thie personality

which would not be out of place 1n a fisherman from

19



Galilee who was a bit out of his depth.  While for Luks,.
Feter’s learning and assurance causes astonlshment(acts
4:133, it makas far greater sense 1f the account in
John’s Gospel is true.

There 13 a suggestion of some contflict In the way

Fetar asks the risen Christ, "what about him,

Lord?"(Z1:21) concerning the Beloved Disciple. Having

Just besn humblsd by his love for Jesus being guestionsd
thres times, Peter wants to know what to maks of thsa
Beloved Discipls. The myvsterious answer 1s further
fumiliation for Peter as 1t not very enlightening. As
it 1s written from the pesrspective of the tradition of
the Johannine coammunity, thizs reply indicates a3 desire
Lo establish Lhat their community nesd not Justify

1tself to thét of Petar. Tt 13 siblae that an

averenthusiastic and tactless Peter behaved in the sams

way before and after Jesus’ death, and such leadershio

of the Petrine community jed to the defensivaengss found
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in this account, the enigmatic reply o Peter suggesilng

he has been gently put in his place.
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Baecause Paul and the Bsloved Discipls come from

outside the direct influence of Peter’ s community they

are in a position Lo provide soUrces avolding excessive

pralsse of Peter as found in Matthew and acts, Tor
wxampla, and vet as they have a common bond in Christ
they accept Pester as one of the major ftigures of the
sarly Church. For Paul, Peter is his apostolic
counterpart to the circumcised, who while illustrating
one of the obstacles to unity when he withdreaw Trom
rable fellowship 1in Antiocch, 1s a respected apostle in
the united mission of the Good News. While the author
of Acts may smoolh mvsr‘amy cracks in ths unity of the
sarly Church, the impression of little Jdifference in
thaeology between Paul and Peter 1w probably accurats.
For those of the Johannine tradition, Peter 18 again
given a respectable cemmission as leader of his flook,

that Peter’'s

bhut there 13 an undsrstandable emphs

tradition 2

B

only oneg kKind of relationship with J&au%)

and while different, that of the Belovad Disciple 1s no

o~

Ao AL

1



5. Do Maddsen RER45

less valid. Both sources provicde a belisvable view of
2t
Feter as a vigorous, fallible and, above all human

apostle.
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